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Victorian State Titles 
2011
There is a case for changing the name of these 

championships to The Pacemaker Cup… see 

History; The Americas Cup… as it was so long 

ago that someone else won it that no one can 

recall who it was!  The interesting thing about 

the crew on Pacemaker is that no matter their 

undisputable dominance they never take 

anything for granted, they never seem to think 

that just by turning up they will win.  Every 

regatta; out comes their mast and it is checked 

from top to bottom, their boat is polished to a 

mirror like finish just like the rest of us trying 

to eek out every last ounce from a lower 

co-efficient of friction (yes, that’s what it is 

called).  The whole boat is checked and 

re-checked.  Complacency just ain’t in their 

vocabulary.  They plan, think, rethink, know 

the weather and tides inside out and back to 

front… then they ruthlessly exploit, lee bow, 

push up, cover and use every (legal) trick in 

the book to win. Not just all of that but they 

are all top people and I for one was subject of 

their great sportsmanship, encouragement,  

applause and help during the championship.

And, The New Order is here!!.  Adam Evans on 

Size Doesn’t Matter (could a J24 have a better 

name?) and Brendon Lee on By The Lee…

newcomers to the class, especially Brendon, yet 

there they sit, third and forth respectively.  

Outstanding results but given they are both 

hugely experienced sailors perhaps we 

shouldn’t have been surprised.  I guess most of 

us thought that they’d need time in a J to make 

their presence felt, given the trickiness of our 

‘bowling ball with a keel’ craft… well, we were 

wrong!  Adam in particular pulled off third 

place in an ‘older’ boat with what looked to me 

like old sails… spine shuddering potential!!

Adam and Brendon are one type of new owner 

and there is of course the other type of new 

owner.  The ones that are not only new to J24s, 

they are new to sailing. Full Stop.  Andrew 

Stefano on Gridlock,  John Neville on Vice 

Versa and Warren Campbell on SSS (still no 

idea what that stands for!!).  Andrew and John 

opted to bring in gun helmsmen for the 

championships, a smart move given the 

relative experience of the new owners, which 

resulted in an excellent  9th and 12th 

respectively.  My own personal applause goes to 

Warren Campbell.  New owner, rookie skipper, 

rookie crew, has been sailing for all of about 

10 minutes, and whilst he may have finished 

bottom of the overall results he lands a 9th 

place in the last race!! All by himself!!  

Outstanding!!

18 boats on the start line and there seemed to 

be 18 boats at every first top mark… with half 

of them coming in on port tack!  The closeness 

of the racing, especially in the upper part to 

middle of the pack was breathtaking.  My boat 

was involved in one race where maybe 6 boats 

crossed the finishing line within 8-10 seconds 

of each other.  The starts were ferocious and 

must have presented an awesome sight for 

spectators.

I guess we were all expecting more from Hugo 

Ottaway on his newly purchased Bruschetta VI 

(it is pronounced “Broosh Ketta “ by the 

way)… A formula one craft in the hands of a 

formula one driver… and the evidence says 

that he’ll be back with a vengence.  ‘The 

Room” saw his disqualification from the last 

race and caused third or fourth place slip from 

his grasp.  Hugo’s end result was fifth, and that 

was with a crew who largely hadn’t sailed 

together or at least hadn’t sailed together for a 

while.  Watch this space!
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Once again we saw the second day of the 

championships deliver a drifter.  I think that 

makes it the third Vic titles in a row that has 

happened.   This prompted some talk of moving 

the dates to earlier in the year to guarantee 

our much enjoyed Sandringham seabreezes 

but we’ll see where that one goes as there is 

also talk about moving the Nationals to March.  

Before I sign off my report. Firstly, a huge 

thanks to all of those worked with me, as event 

project manager, to make the event such a 

good one.  Hugo and Mark measuring boats 

and giving in excess of 30 hours of 

commitment, Sarah doing introduction packs, 

making salads, buying chicken, burgers and 

snags, and organising salad plates.  On top of 

that, Sarah also did the membership updates, 

collection of funds and contact details.  

Then(!!) she presented the prizes!! Priscilla 

also did a great job with the graphics work.   

Thanks to the Vic committee for their ideas, 

time and energy.  SYC race committee 

providing faultless racing and SYC Racing 

Manager Monica Tonner for her unending 

patience and efficiency.  

The second vote of thanks goes to Lisa 

Simonov for providing, yet again, the facility 

of her lovely home and hosting the barbie 

which was, as usual, brilliant and hugely 

enjoyed by all. Not only did she offer her home 

but was up to her arm pits in cooking, cleaning 

and ensuring everyone was fed and watered.

And last but not least thanks to out interstate 

visitors who brought quality and challenges to 

the fleet.  Their presence was much 

appreciated, enjoyed and valued, their efforts 

in travelling to Victoria are a testament to 

them as sportsmen and women.

Doug MacGregor, Editor.

Sailing Area 
By G. Maps

Just a thought , but why do we always end up 

sailing near Green Point and not SYC?  I for 

one would like to see us race much nearer the 

club in the future.  Whilst I realize that on 

Sunday mornings we have the Sunday sailors 

start line to contend with and whatever 

direction they may or may not be heading and 

also that the reef can play a bigger part in 

proceedings that we’d like, it would be great to 

race within eye line of the club bar and decks.  

OTB seem to do it… why not us?

Protest!!!
By Hans Oopinzeair

At last… some protests being volleyed in J24 

racing!  An odd take on it?  We’ve been too 

casual for too long to the point where, in J24 

world, rules have got mushy and fuzzy and 

replaced by ‘if onlys’ and handshakes at the bar.  

We’ve been racing ‘without rules’ for so long 

that we’ve forgotten what it’s like to race ‘with 

them’.  Eight boats on the water, as we did in 

the old days, would see not much opportunity 

for infringement… eighteen provides 

certainty.  So, ODR’s this coming season… 

learn the rules, apply them, sail by them, then 

come the bigger regattas you’ll be in real race 

mode.  No surprises, no ‘didn’t knows’. 

The Long and the Short of it
By M.Y. Scales

As you are no doubt aware there was a bit of a 

‘to do’ around the racing and dry weights of 

our wee fleet.  What’s allowed on board, what’s 

not allowed, where stuff can be placed, where 

it can’t be placed, what’s the minimum weight 

for a strop cover board?  Then just to throw a 

spanner in the works, a week before the state 

titles were due to start the new racing weight 

was handed down from the J24 International 

Association.  All of this has prompted much 

discussion, mostly around the inventory and 

the J24 rules in general.  This reporter had a 

chat with Mark Houghton, one of our J measurers 

and the idea of a J24 rules night began to surface 

(the last one about the racing rules was a huge 

success).  Anyone want to set it up?

The other very important aspect of measuring 

that made itself felt was that of valid 

measurement certificates.  A new one of these 

has to be issued every time a boat changes 

ownership or changes to the boat are made 

(new forestay, alterations to weight, new mast 

are some examples).  By my count there are 11 

boats that need to attend to this.  Look out for 

a program of measurement to issue new 

certificates through the winter by our hard 

working measurers.  Also there will be a 

complete inventory check to ensure that you 

have on board what must be on board.  

Meantime, learn about your boat, check it 

yourself and learn the J24 rules.



3

Hit the Mark!

Spinnaker Numbers  
by Count Em

It is time, like it or not to change your 

spinnaker numbers to match your new sail 

numbers. FYI. I had a lot of success changing 

mine by using methylated spirits to get the old 

numbers off.  But please, follow what worked 

for me at your own risk.

Once the old number is off it is a matter of a 

texta and a stencil being applied.  Better still, pop 

it into a sailmaker for that professional finish.

J24’s clash at the 2011 
Sandringham Yacht Club 
Centenary Regatta
Past champions clashed for the honours to be 

named the J24 Sandringham Yacht Club 

Centenary Regatta winner. Adam Evans who 

has represented Australia in the 2005 

International Cadet and 2009 J24 World 

Championships, won the title after battling 

against the 2010 J24 World Championship 

representatives Hugo Ottaway and Kirsty 

Harris. Evans and his crew of past Cadet sailors 

have only been sailing J’s for 6 months yet 

mastered the testing 5 to 10 knot breezes to 

score a 1,3,2,2.

Adams boat was the quickest under spinnaker 

and this was the key to his win. Second was 

Hugo Ottaway and 2011 Laser Victorian 

Champion Sean Bly doing tactics with a 

2,1,1,6. Kirsty Harris and her mainly female 

crew scored a 3,4,3,1. The J 24’s have enjoyed a 

huge growth this year with 15 boats actively 

sailing at Sandringham Yacht Club. The J’s 

flew Red and White Class flags in honour of 

the Clubs 2011 Centenary on the hardstand 

area creating colour and impact behind the 

main stage where the competitors gathered for 

the presentation of trophies.

Next Season Already??!!
Sunday May 29th 1000hrs SYC Member’s 

Lounge.  A meeting of owners and skippers has 

been called to discuss the format of the 

coming year.  This should mean that Simon 

Grain, who is on the sail committee, will be 

able to present to SYC what exactly we are 

looking for next season.  It is of course then up 

to us to back that up with boats on the water.

Ideas for discussion are:

1. The second half of the season should be 

busier than the front half.

2. Racing should be held on Sunday 

afternoons in conjunction with OTB races.

3. Demand or a greater number of ODRs.

4. Saturday night Twilight Races (one before 

Christmas and one after)

5. Are self starts really advisable given the 

bigger fleet.

6. The format for Geelong… many felt they 

paid $450 to do what they do on a Sunday.

7. Just exactly when are the Nationals?

8. Production of a J24 only (!) racing 

calendar and to have it permanently 

displayed at the Ken King Centre.

If we are going to have what looks like a mini 

Nationals every ODR then we really have to be 

very well organized for that!

i g u a n a d e s i g n . c o m . a u

J24s dressed for the Centenary Regatta

A Picture is Worth a 
Thousand Words
Steb Fisher has excelled himself. There are 

some brilliant shots from the states titles and a 

big thank you to him for allowing us to use 

some of them in this newsletter.

So, get on to his web site and buy yourself a 

photograph of your boat in action!!  

www.steb.com.au

http://www.iguanadesign.com.au
http://www.steb.com.au

