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From the Editor 
Well blow me if the skipper’s meeting wasn’t 
one of the best attended and most efficient 
meetings by a J24 group anywhere in the 
world… luckily it was, therefore I wasn’t, 
and so we were all saved from witnessing 
that sorry spectacle!!  People listened and 
took note and some excellent ideas were 
raised… and… sit down… actioned!!

One of the most important things to come 
out of the owners’ meeting was Hugo’s 
determination to bring The Asia Pacific 
Championships (APC), also known as The 
Asia Pacific Regatta (correct title yet to be 
established?!) to Melbourne and keep them 
here!  Given that we have the biggest single 
fleet, the best clubhouse in the Southern 
Hemisphere and are arguably (and with all 
due respect to our mates in other states) 
the best organised… not to mention the 
best large fleet sailing waters in Australia it 
makes perfect sense to have SYC as the home 
of the APC.  Add to that we have 15 boats 
ready to enter, before an entry form is even 
thought about.  The event could have 
probably something like a total of 20, maybe 
even 23/25, boats.  Four boats from NSW 
and another four from SA are very achievable. 
Well, that’s my personal take on it!!

“Every mile is two in winter”… said 
George Herbert…  which means twice as 
much sailing for the same money!!  Enjoy 
every minute and remember that fortune 
favours the brave!  Especially the rugged up 
brave!!  In this issue there are two accounts 
of the first ODR of winter… why two?  
Well… one’s factual and one’s a short story!

Your Ed, Doug

Thanks
BIG thanks to Peter Holmes for doing the 
excellent job of design and layout and 
also to Sarah Thompson for her 

proofreading and content checks.

A fond farewell to Eugene 
by Doug MacGregor

Not many of you will be aware that Eugene 
Birritta, trimmer on Crackerjack, has left 
Australia to start a new life in Lyon, France 
with Fhatima, his new wife, and we wish 
them every possible success.  Eugene left 
just a couple of weeks after the states in 
April and true to his character he wanted a 
low profile night of simple food from the 
bar and a few beers to say ‘farewell but see 
you again’.  Invited were the crew of 
Crackerjack and any and all who had crewed 
or skippered Crackerjack over the years.

Eugene has trimmed on Crackerjack since 
almost the very first day I bought her.  I 
think he officially took the role around 
December 2006.  Four and a half years of 
sailing together had brought us to a point 
of near telepathy.  Latterly, this allowed us 
to sail much more by feel than by the book, 
as we had been prone to do.  Truth be told, 
it was Eugene who said, during the 
Nationals at SYC 2010, that it was time 
indeed to stop sailing by numbers and just 
feel the speed.  I trusted him, followed his 
decision and we came 7th in the next race!  
There was a lot of man love on our boat 
that day!

Eugene won’t just leave a gap as a trimmer 
but also as a top bloke, a good friend and 
as someone who couldn’t do enough to be 
helpful and will be sorely missed.  Stick it 
to ’em in France mate!!

The times they are 
a’changing… 
by Ron Thompson

On a bright Sunday morning at the end of 
May, J owners were invited to meet to 
discuss local Sandy J24 issues and to 
collate thoughts about improvements to 
class racing for the forthcoming summer.  
In the past barely more than two or three 
boats participated in such get togethers but 
on this day representatives from twelve of 
our fifteen boats attended, reflecting the 
renewed enthusiasm for J sailing.

Commandant MacGregor chaired the 
meeting, kept the agenda flowing to a tight 
schedule, including pistol whipping the 
latecomers, of which I was one.  The old 
stalwarts were kept in their place and I 
think they enjoyed taking a constructive 
backbencher role rather than leading the 
charge.  Frank discussions took place and 
new tasks were generated for both the SYC 
Sailing Committee and the Vic J24 
association.

KEy poinTs CovErEd
n	 Increasing	the	ODRs	from	nine	to	ten	in	total
n	 Splitting	the	summer	ODRs	into	pre	and	

post	Christmas	series
n	 Consider	adopting	handicap	series
n	 Introducing	afternoon	starts	where	feasible
n	 New	regatta	at	Williamstown
n	 Changing	the	Geelong	racing	format
n	 Match	Racing	series	with	round	robin	and	

then	knock	out	format
n	 Asia	Pacific	Championships	at	SYC	over	the	

Easter	weekend
n	 Saturday	night	twilight	races
n	 Promote	club	racing	on	the	weekends	

where	there	are	regattas	interstate

With a bit of luck we may have 15 boats 
racing each Sunday… what a prospect!  
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We have seen the newcomers working very 
seriously on their boats and even 
practicing during the winter. Already we 
have seven boats entered for the winter 
series, an 80% increase on last year and 
700% on the year before that.  Let’s keep 
the momentum going and rise to the 
challenge to see the next Australian 
Champion come from Sandringham. 

Back on the dance floor  
by Hugo N. Ottaway

Once again David Suda and Herschell 
Landes on Pacemaker have won the first 
race of a windy 2011 One Design Sprint 
Series. The morning saw ten J24s enter the 
water for a series which runs from June 
through to September. As the wind peaked 
between 20 and 25+ knots those that made 
it out of the marina were greeted by a 
powerful Northeasterly of years gone by. 
First to falter was Make My Jay with a 
broken vang, followed by newcomers Vice 
Versa and By The Lee.  After a postponment 
due to wind gusts towards the 25 to 30 
knot range, six J’s made it around the first 
lap, however on the final spinnaker leg a 
crew member was tossed over the side of 
Kicking Bottom during a spinnaker gybe, 
resulting in all further races being 
abandoned.

Line honours to Pacemaker, second was 
SDM and third was Bruschetta VI, fourth 
was Hyperactive. No other boats were 
recorded as finishers. Special mention 
goes to both Vice Versa and By The Lee, 
neither have sailed a J in top end Jib and 
just getting on to the course takes some 
skill. The crew member from Kicking 
Bottom was recovered after some assistance 
from the safety rescue boat. Big lesson. 
UNDO the velcro around the cuffs on the 
pants of your wet weather gear, stops them 
filling up with water and increasing the 
weight, which made it almost impossible to 
lift the crew back onboard. 

Next race 3 July. Can’t wait…

important dates 
ThE WinTEr odrs

#2	 3rd	July
#3	 17th	July
#4	 31st	July
#5	 14th	August
#6	 28th	August
#7	 11th	September
#8	 25th	September	(last	ODR	for	Winter)

Kicking Bottom is for sale   
Yes… the green boat is up for grabs!!  Ron 
has done a fantastic job on Kicking 
Bottom… he’s made her lighter and faster, 
invested in sails, sorted the rigging and…
sorry Simon… beaten the previous owner 
on more than a few occasions!!  If you are 
interested, contact Ron on 0415 792 071

new kid on the   
Block/deck!!  
by S. Tork.

Congratulations to our illustrious Victorian 
J24 President, Luke, and his lovely wife 
Karen on the arrival of their third daughter 
Olivia Elsie Matthews.  From what we at the 
newsletter have been able to establish all 
are well and healthy.

As you are probably aware Luke crews on 
Pacemaker along with David Suda, who has 
two girls… which means than these two 
lads (with some help from their wives!) 
have now produced five girls and most 
likely the next all female J24 crew!!

And in a moment of complete indulgence, 
I’ll finish my best wishes for Luke and his 
wee tribe with a quote from comedian 
Stephen Wright “My friend has a baby boy.  
I’m recording all the noises he makes so 
later I can ask him what he meant”. (!!!)

Asia pacific regatta 2012 
At a recent skippers meeting of the Victoria 
J24 fleet, a discussion was raised regarding 
a proposal for the 2012 Asia Pacific 
Regatta.  Following the verbal exchanges it 
was decided that a steering committee be 
formed to explore when, where and how 
this event could be put together.

Basically the regatta falls under the auspices 
of the International J24 Association, they 
authorise a country to hold it, and in turn 
the national body commissions a local fleet 
to run the regatta.  So far, a tentative date 
of Easter 2012 has been advertised and 
opinion sought.  Once the replies have been 
considered, a firm date will be proposed 
to the international body and the regatta 
will be awarded.

What all this means for the SYC fleet is that 
we have the opportunity to hold a top 
regatta on our own turf.  

The Regatta is in its infancy and is only the 
second one ever to be held in our region.  
We are hoping to make it as easy as possible 
for the overseas competitors to do take part 
and one idea around that is to get overseas 
skippers to step on and sail with a local crew. 
This would keep the cost low for the O.S. 
guys, and give our crews an opportunity to 
sail with some of the regions best skippers.

Getting people from overseas to come is 
always the biggest issue, charter boats of 
good quality another, however with a strong 
fleet at SYC and a few crews from each state, 
we would have the basis for a great regatta.  
As this progresses I will keep you all informed 
via the J24 Australia web site as well as 
Uncle Doug’s “Hit the Mark”. Hugo N.
Ottaway Asia Pacific 2012 steering committee.
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A short story about the 
first winter race for 2011  
by Simon Grain

This is a short story with a number of short 
lists about a short race. Lists are those who 
did and those who didn’t. The only thing 
long in this story was the list of entrants 
– well done for the Sandy boys and girls in 
winter, 10 boats out in the winter “Sun”.

Make My Jay was the first back, broken 
vang and didn’t even make it to the start 
line. Vice Versa was the second back, at 25 
knots just too much for mum, dad and the 
kids, but our hats off to you guys for getting 
out there, John, Karen, Patrick, Lachie and 
Becky have to be the most awesome family 
team we have and certainly taking the 
keenness award off Doug (unhappily out 
on the injury bench if you didn’t know).

Closely following toward the beach were 
half the fleet, Excite, By The Lee and 
Gridlock, more short stories for various 
reasons, but probably individually sensible.

That left a short list of boats competing, 
shorter by one when Ron did his MOB 
early.  Well done the crew on Hoffy, the SYC 
duck, for getting our man back. Later he 
was seen happily enjoying a drink in the 
bar afterwards – bet that tasted good!

So a shorter list of boats racing headed 
once again by the fleet’s normal 
pacemaker. I understand it was tight for a 
bit and then tighter after that, but that 
would have been Hugo’s cheeks on 
Bruschetta as they looked for fish near the 
finish line while the new pink guys smiled 
on them from SDM. The girls rounded out 
the energetic and the hardy. Good racing if 
you like that sort of thing.

The last short bit was Chris Waters, our RO 
on his first day out, who, with a jammed 
anchor winch had a short chain and played 
drag queen through out the day. Afterwards 
we all had a short drink in the bar!

i g u a n a d e s i g n . c o m . a u

http://www.iguanadesign.com.au

